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This newsletter is provided by the 

UCCE Master Gardener Program 

of Orange County. We are UC 

trained Master Gardener volunteers 

ready to answer your gardening 

questions. Master Gardeners      

extend research-based information 

to the public about home horticul-

ture and pest management through 

classes, hotlines, community 

events and demonstration gardens. 

Whether you want to know what to 

plant when, how to manage a pest, 

or how to become a master         

gardener, you can find it by       

visiting our website at            

http://mgorange.ucanr.edu 

Excerpted from UCANR Publication 8159 

GROWING TOMATOES 

The Garden Beet 
 

 No matter what your growing preferences are, few gardeners 

can resist the temptation to plant tomatoes. Tomatoes are among the 

most popular vegetables grown in home gardens. They also prompt 

frequent cultural and pest management 

questions, though many problems can be 

avoided by planting disease-resistant 

varieties that are well adapted for your 

growing area. Most tomato varieties 

available to the home gardener produce 

flavorful and juicy fruit and require 

relatively little space for a large yield. 

When properly cared for, each tomato 

plant can bear 10 to 15 pounds or more of 

fruit.  

 Deciding which tomato variety to 

plant may seem a difficult task, given the 

large number that are available and the 

differences in size, habit, and climatic requirements. In addition to the 

usual round red tomato, home gardeners can choose to grow orange, 

yellow, pink, or striped tomato 

varieties, or those shaped like 

pears, grapes, or plums. Often 

these unusual varieties are 

available only to the home 

market and may be grown on 

limited acreage as they may have 

little commercial appeal. Some 

yellow tomatoes have a mild, 

sweet flavor with low acid content. Ask gardening friends and 

neighbors for the names of their favorites, and donôt overlook the 

heirloom varieties that are also available.  

 Tomatoes are described as determinate or indeterminate based 

on the plantôs growth habit. Determinate, or ñbush,ò tomato plants 
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have a somewhat bushy appearance, grow to a given 

size, about 3 to 5 feet, bear most of their fruit within 

about 4 to 6 weeks, and then decline in vigor. Most 

early-ripening and canning 

tomato varieties are of the 

determinate type.  

 Indeterminate 

varieties produce vines 

that continue to grow and 

set fruit all summer until 

they are killed by frost or 

disease. Many typical 

standard-sized tomatoes 

for the home garden are 

indeterminate varieties. Unless supported by sturdy 

trellises, cages, or stakes, indeterminate plants tend to 

sprawl on the ground, leaving the fruit susceptible to 

rot where it comes in contact with the soil.  

 Some tomato varieties can be grown 

successfully in many parts of California, while others 

have more specific climatic requirements and do well 

only in certain locales. Tomatoes are susceptible to 

several disorders that can significantly diminish yield 

or even destroy an entire tomato crop, but many 

hybrid 

tomato 

varieties 

are 

resistant to 

them. For 

best 

results, 

choose 

tomato varieties that do well in our Orange County 

climate (Zone A) and have been developed for disease 

resistance. For a comprehensive table of varieties, 

climate preference and disease resistance, as well as 

information on water and fertilizer requirements, 

common pests and more, visit: http://ucce.ucdavis.edu/

files/repositoryfiles/8159-54222.pdf 

WHAT A TOMATO NEEDS TO 

GROW 

Ý SUN - At least six hours every day. Loves heat -

will not set fruit below 55Á F or daytime temps 

over 100Á F.  

Ý SOIL - Most soils if good drainage, unless you 

have perfect loamy soil amend with compost. 

Ý WATER - regular watering and water deeply  

¶ Maintain uniform soil moisture 

¶ Avoid wetting foliage - promotes disease 

¶ Overwatering results in tasteless fruit 

¶ Irregular watering can cause leaf roll, 

blossom end rot and cracked fruit 

Ý MULCH - benefits the plant  

¶ Maintains uniform soil moisture 

¶ Improves water penetration  

¶ Prevents weeds 

Ý FERTILIZER - add when planting  

¶ Recommend organic fertilizer  

¶ Fertilize again when blossoms appear 

¶ Then fertilize lightly every 2-4 weeks, if 

desired 

Ý SUPPORT - stake when planting 

¶ 6-foot stakes 

¶ Sturdy tomato cages 

¶ Concrete reinforcing screen 

¶ Spiral stakes 

¶ Post and string method 

¶ Decorative obelisk 

http://ucce.ucdavis.edu/files/repositoryfiles/8159-54222.pdf
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OUT AND ABOUT WITH MASTER GARDENERS 

URBAN CHICKENS 

The popularity of urban chickens has soared. 

Chickens provide so much more than just eggs and 

high nitrogen, organic manure for gardens.  They 

also help minimize the use of pesticides and 

herbicides, as 

they love to eat 

bugs and 

weeds; and 

they help 

prepare the soil 

for the next 

crop by tilling 

the garden 

beds.  With 

these many 

benefits, 

gardeners throughout Orange County are trying their 

hand at raising chickens. UCCE OC Master 

Gardeners are here to help. We have a team of 

Master Gardeners with a passion for gardening and 

raising backyard chickens. They can be found at 

various gardening events around the county with live 

chickens to help educate the public about raising 

chickens. Their traveling chicken pen is quite a sight 

to see! In the course of a year, Master Gardener 

volunteers host three to five public exhibits. Be sure 

to check our Gardening Event Calendar at http://

mgorange.ucanr.edu to find upcoming events in 

which they will participate. 

If you are thinking about raising chickens, here are 

some things to consider: 

¶ Does your city permit backyard chickens? 
Not all do and almost all forbid the 
ownership of roosters. 

¶ Do you have enough room to properly 
house them? Chickens need space to 
move about, nest and roost. Depending on 
the type of chicken, they need a minimum 
of 4 to 10 square feet per bird. The more 
space you can provide the better. 

Overcrowding stresses the birds and can 
lead to illness, unhealthy feather pecking, 
and/or cannibalism. 

¶ What kind of chickens should you get? 
Selecting the appropriate breed is 
essential to meeting your reason for 
having chickens. The most common 
reasons for keeping chickens are for eggs, 
meat and exhibition. UC Cooperative 
Extension has a pamphlet, Selecting 
Chickens for Home Use, with helpful 
guidelines on selection. 

¶ Can you keep the chickens healthy and 
safe? Housing, protection from predators, 
proper nutrition and disease prevention 
are critical to successfully raising 
chickens. 

 
For more information about raising poultry, 

visit http://ucanr.edu/sites/poultry 

 

 

http://mgorange.ucanr.edu
http://mgorange.ucanr.edu
http://ucanr.edu/sites/poultry/


SUMMER 2017                                     Healthy Food Systems | Healthy Environments | Healthy Communities | Healthy Californians 

п 

(Ï× 7ÅÌÌ !ÒÅ 9ÏÕ 7ÁÔÅÒÉÎÇȩ 

 

Irrigation controllers are commonly used to set start times, 

frequency and duration of a home's sprinkler or drip 

system. Over irrigation is very common. Most home 

landscapes irrigation times and frequencies can be 

reduced by 20 to 40 percent with little to no effects on 

landscaping.  

Irrigation adjustment tips: 

¶ Gradually reduce water use by 10 percent 

increments over the course of a few weeks - giving lawns, trees and plants time to adjust 

¶ Find your irrigation controller manual online, visit www.SaveOurH2O.org 

¶ Install a "smart" irrigation controller which automatically adjusts using current weather 

data historical weather patterns, and/or soil moisture sensor  

¶ Check for and repair leaks  

¶ Adjust sprinkler heads to maximize coverage, avoid watering sidewalks and patios 

¶ Install a drip irrigation system, grouping plants with similar water needs together on one 

drip irrigation line  
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Learn more about Master Gardener Projects  and points of interest by  

viewing our �³Toot Your Horn�´��video series at these links: 

�*�R�L�Q���1�D�W�L�Y�H���:�L�W�K���/�D�X�U�L�H���0�H�Q�R�V�N�\���� 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=PYj5d4QLw2E 

 

�,�Q���7�K�H���*�D�U�G�H�Q���5�D�G�L�R���6�K�R�Z���:�L�W�K��
�7�H�H�Q�D���6�S�L�Q�G�O�H�U���� 

https://youtu.be/wvP0fEqGqfI 

�6�S�H�D�N�H�U�V���%�X�U�H�D�X���Z�L�W�K���7�R�P���)�D�U�U�H�O�O�� 

https://youtu.be/ZbKGyaeGZyU 

 

�<�R�X�W�K���'�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���*�D�U�G�H�Q�V���Z�L�W�K��
�.�D�W�K�L�H���%�X�U�Q�V�� 

https://youtu.be/s1MQIXSm_HY 
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